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party, it was considered a most brilliant idea to unite
the two sources of interest in one expedition.

"Why should we not," said one of the ladies, [who,
alas! is now no more,] "why should we not make a
regular expedition in a body to Elephanta? Not for a
mere visit of an hour or two, but to remain a week or
ten days, during which we might examine the caves at
leisure, draw them, describe them, and, in short,
perform such a course of public antiquarian services as
were never before undertaken?"

The notion was eagerly caught up by the company;
one of whom, an officer of the engineers, called out:

"I'll send over a couple of tents, to be pitched before
the mouth of the cave; one for the ladies, the other for
the attendants and kitchen, while the gentlemen may
pick out the softer bits of pavement within the cave to
spread their beds on."

"I'll send cooks!" cried another.

"I'll be the caterer of our mess," shouted a third,
"and take care of the commissariat department."

"And I," said a gentleman, who alone of all the
party now lingers on the spot, though it is nearly
twenty years si nee those merry days,'' I shall sec that you
have wine enough, and plenty of Hodgson's pale
ale."

All were eager to be of use, and nothing was thought
of but making arrangements. We hired Bunder
boats,1 or native launches, to transport the heavy
baggage, the tents, tables, and victuals; while it fell to
my lot to provide smaller and faster-moving boats,
called gigs, for the accommodation of the ladies. We
passed over in detachments; some early in the morning;
and others, whose business kept them in the fort, later
in the afternoon; but in the course of a couple of days
we were all established close to the scene of operations,
and ready to commence working in earnest.

1 [From Hind, bandar\ a harbour.]